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Abstract

Perspectives on Teacher-Pupil Relations among 17th Century
Intellectuals as Examined through the Diaries of Jo Geuksun:
Hiding and Revealing

Kim, Hak-su

The purpose of this paper is to gain an accurate understanding of the pupil-
teacher relations among intellectuals of the Sarim school during the late Joseon
period, by analyzing Injaeillok (H#ZEH#) and Yagogillok (1% H#), which were
diaries kept by Jo Geuksun, an official and member of the literati in the 17th
century. Through out his life, Jo Geuksun studied under four teachers: Lee
Yeongwon, Lee Myeongjun, Park Jigye and Cho Ik. This paper aims to elucidate
the relations between Jo Geuksun and his teachers from the dual perspectives
of the concepts of hiding and revealing. The analytical focus of the former is the
relationship between Jo Geuksun and Lee Yeongwon (pen name Yonggye),
while the latter focuses on him and Lee Myeongjun (pen name Jamwa).

Jo Geuksun tried hide his connection to Lee Yeongwon as his teacher during
his adolescent years, and ultimately denied their teacher-pupil relationship itself.
The reason was rather simple: Lee Yeongwon's lineage and scholarship fell
short of his expectations. Jo came to the conclusion that Lee Yeongwon was not
beneficial to his growth as a scholar and an official. What mattered to him was
his own interests (Fl). This illustrates that, although the 17th century is referred
to as the “Era of Loyalty and Cause,” no ideology could control the fundamental
interests of human beings.

Meanwhile, Lee Myeongjun was honored by Jo Geuksun to an extent rivalling



his parents or the king. First of all, Lee Myeongjun was of high birth from a
prestigious family in the capital of Joseon, studied under Woogye as an
authentic successor of the Kiho school, and was an elite member of the literati
who won first place in the state civil service examination. In addition, he was a
man of integrity and upheld his scholastic gravitas, representing the image of an
ideal teacher in this era. Jo Geuksun’s decision to become a pupil of Jamwa was
doubtlessly influenced by his personal interests. His sustained relationship with
his teacher, however, had its basis on shared values. This implies that an
appropriate intersection of personal interests (1) and moral values () ensured
the continuation of the relationship. This paper began from a modest reflection
on the research on the intellectual history of Joseon, a field susceptible to

accusations of beautification.

Key Words

Jo Geuksun, Lee Yeongwon, Lee Myeongjun, Park Jigye, Cho Ik, Injaeillok, Yagogillok, Perspectives
on teacher-pupil relations, Woogye School, Soron (Young doctrine)
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